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Westminster of the New Zealand Constitution (Amendment) Act,
1947, which removed all restrictions upon the power of constitutional
amendment by the Parliament of that Dominion. Thus section 8 of
the Statute of Westminster has been by implication repealed in its
application to New Zealand.1
D.
The Commonwealth in Asia.
The Indian Independence Act, 1947, declared that as from the India and
15th day of August, 1947, two independent Dominions should be Pakistan
set up in India, to be known respectively as India and Pakistan. Created-
Prior to 1947 India was divided politically into British India consist-
ing of Governors' Provinces and the Indian Native States. The
Provinces of British India were divided between the new Dominions
in accordance with the terms of the Act; in one case a referendum
was required and in others boundaries were fixed by commissioners.
The Native States were left to join either Dominion or to retain their
independence. These States were not British territory and were ruled
by hereditary Indian Princes. The relationship of the Crown was
known as paramountcy and in effect meant that the Crown had a
general right of interference in the interests of India as a whole. It
included the right to intervene in cases of gross mis-government by
the Princes. Acts of the Crown in the exercise of paramountcy were
acts of State and were not subject to challenge in any court.2 With
the enactment of the Act of 1947 paramountcy lapsed and the
Indian princes were left to make the best terms they could with
regard to joining India or Pakistan, whether as units in a federal
system in the case of the largest, or by merger into an existing
province.
The power to provide for its new constitution was made exercisable Constituent
by a constituent assembly in both cases. The constitution of the Assembly.
Union of India came into force in January, 1950. Pakistan has not
yet adopted her new constitution which, it has been officially stated,
will be that of a republic. The Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865,
never applied to British India, which was not part of the Colonial
Empire, but the Act of 1947 repeated the substance of section 2 (2)
of the Statute of Westminster, lest the issue of repugnancy to English
law should be raised.8 The Government of India Act, 1935, had
provided for a federal constitution for all India and the constituent
assembly was empowered to exercise the powers of the Federal
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